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SUPPORTING THE ARIZONA STATE PARKS HERITAGE FUND
PROTECTING AND PRESERVING ARIZONA’S HERITAGE



Who We Are
❖ Celebrating our 29th year as a 501-c-3

❖ Statewide membership

❖ Funded solely with donations, grants, and 
memberships

❖ Enthusiastic, bipartisan Board of Directors and 
Executive Director

❖ Dedicated to carrying forward our mission and 
goals

❖ Speak at conferences, forums, workshops, etc.

❖ Maintain regular communications – email 
blasts, quarterly newsletter, website, Facebook



Our Mission and Goals
❖ Mission: To preserve and enhance Arizona’s historic, 

cultural, and natural heritage
❖ Goals:

➢ Protect the integrity and voter intent of the State Parks 
Heritage Fund and Game and Fish Heritage Fund

➢ Pursue sustainable and dedicated funding sources for 
Arizona’s wildlife, open space, parks, and historic and 
cultural programs and activities

➢ Monitor state legislative and agency activity
➢ Inform Arizonans on the benefits of our state’s wildlife, 

open space, parks, and historic and cultural resources



Our Legislative Task Force
❖ Meets with bill sponsors

❖ Communicates with legislators

❖ Provides testimony

❖ Keeps track of progress



Arizona 
Heritage 

Fund
1990-2018

❖ 1990: Fund created by voter initiative to protect and promote 
Arizona’s natural, cultural, and historic resources

❖ 1990 to 2009: Up to $20 million in annual lottery revenue was 
divided between Game and Fish and State Parks

❖ 1991 to 2010: Over $86,707,396 in awarded State Parks 
Heritage Fund grants resulted in a total of $206,703,579 in 
statewide projects

❖ 2010: Legislation swept the State Parks Heritage Fund and 
eliminated it from statute to balance the budget. Game and 
Fish Heritage Fund was not impacted and continued to receive 
$10 million in annual lottery funds to protect endangered 
species, acquire habitat for the benefit of sensitive species, 
provide access to outdoor recreational opportunities, and 
educate the public about wildlife.

❖2010 to 2018: Each year our legislative champions introduced 
a bill to restore the State Parks Heritage Fund, but it never 
made it to the Governor’s desk





SB1241 
Restores 

State Parks 
Heritage 

Fund 
2019

❖On June 7, 2019, SB1241 was signed into statute by Governor Ducey 
restoring the State Parks Heritage Fund, but with no funding:
➢Parks: 50% on local, regional, and state parks for outdoor recreation and 

open space development, restoration, or renovation
➢Historic Preservation: 30% on local, regional, and state historic 

preservation projects
➢ Trails: 10% on local, regional, and state non-motorized trails
➢Outdoor Education: 10% on outdoor and environmental education



Arizona Forward 2019 
Environmental Excellence 

Award Recipient
The Alliance received the 

“2019 Award of Distinction 
in the Healthy 

Communities: Parks & 
Trails Division” for 

restoring the State Parks 
Heritage Fund 

Recognition 
For Our Efforts

2019



On June 30, 
2021, the 

Governor signed 
the FY 2021/22 
state budget, 
including $5M 
for the State 

Parks Heritage 
Fund



2021/2022 
Awarded State Parks Heritage Fund Grants



55th Legislative Session
❖Senator T.J. Shope sponsored SB1270 
(state parks; lottery; heritage fund)

❖We hoped the full $10 million would 
be restored, but $2.5 million was 
appropriated for FY 2022/23

❖State Parks and SHPO staff work with 
communities to examine what projects 
exist, review proposals, gain their 
approval from the Parks Board, and 
award grants



FY 2022/2023
Awarded State Parks Heritage Fund Grants



FY 2022/2023
Heritage ARPA and Heritage HVAC Grants



Thank you!
Arizona Heritage Alliance
P.O. Box 16282
Phoenix, AZ 85011-6282
602-528-7500
Lani Lott, Executive Director
mail@azheritage.org
azheritage.org
facebook.com/azheritage


